[Impaired function of polymorphonuclear neutrophilic granulocytes in rheumatoid arthritis].
The aim of this study was to investigate the PMN functions ingestion (I), bacterial killing (BK) as well as the chemiluminescence response to phorbol esters (PMACL) as a measure of PMN respiratory burst activity in RA compared to osteoarthritis and controls. Our findings demonstrated a significant reduction of I and BK in RA compared to OA and controls (p < 0.01 resp.) but an enhanced PMACL (p < 0.01). There was no significant difference of I, BK and PMACL in OA and control subjects. These data clearly demonstrated impaired PMN ingestion and bacterial killing yet enhanced PMACL in RA, thus contributing at least in part to altered host defense in these patients.